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EDUCATION 
(Josh McDowell research 2005 and prior) 

 

 

 

“ACADEMIC INTEGRITY” 

 

Cheating in American high school is widespread if not endemic. And it usually works. That’s the 

report card form American teenagers. In an exclusive ABCNWES Primetime poll of 12- to 17-

year-olds, seven in 10 say at least some kids in their school cheat on tests. Six in 10 have friends 

who’ve cheated. About one in three say they themselves have cheated, rising to 43 percent of 

older teens. And most say cheaters don’t get caught. 

 

(Dalia Sussman, “Academic Integrity?” ABC News, April 29, 2004; 

Printerfriendly.abcnews.com/printerfriendly/Print?fetchFromGLUE=true&GLUESer…) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“CAMPUS MINISTRY UPDATE JULY 2004” 

 

 “A disheartening report by the National Endowment for the Arts says that only 47% of adults 

read any form of ‘literature’ (poems, plays, and narrative fiction) in 2002, a 7 point drop from 

1992. Only 57% adults read any kind of book at all. That means nearly 90 million adult 

Americans never cracked a cover. The drop spread across all demographics – gender; age; racial 

groups; educational backgrounds. One of the greatest declines was among young adults, ages 18-

24, of whom only 43% read any literature in 2002 – down from 53% in 1992. Among poor adult 

men, only 38% read literature, and among Hispanic men that number fell to 26.5%. (from AP 

July 8, 2004)” 

 

“Stanley Fish: Universities’ purpose ‘to seek truth’”  

 

“Scholar Stanley Fish has made waves in the academic world in a number of arenas, often 

challenging the idea of truth. However, when David Horowitz of Students for Academic 

Freedom proposed the Academic Bill of Rights promoting intellectual and philosophical 

diversity in the academy, Fish became an outspoken critic. Calling such a document a ‘Trojan 

horse’ intended to smuggle conservatives into academia, he said that such a bill would 

‘inaugurate the oppressive rule of ideological ‘balance’ when the only purpose of the university 

is ‘to seek the truth.’ So, the academy is against diversity and for truth . . . (from First Things 

May 2004 p. 67)” 

 

“Relevant Results” 

 

“Relevant Magazine (a Christian magazine targeted at young adults) published the results from 

its first readers survey. Among the interesting discoveries: 37% of young adults marked 

themselves ‘non/interdenominational’. The next largest group was ‘Baptist’ with 13%. (from 

Relevant.com June 2004)” 
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“High School and College Grads More Common" 

 

“Almost 85% of the population age 25 and older holds a high school diploma, continuing a 

steady rise in graduations. Bachelor’s degrees are also up slightly to 27.2% of the 25 and older 

population. However, minorities still trail whites in both categories. While 89% of whites have a 

diploma, 80% of blacks and only 59% of Hispanics have finished high school. Immigration 

contributes significantly to the low Hispanic number. At the college level, Asians lead the way 

with 50% having a degree, compared with only 30% of whites, 17% of blacks, and 11% of 

Hispanics. The gender gap is historically narrow, with 85% of men and 84% of women having 

diplomas and 29% of men and 26% of women having at least a bachelor degree.” (from AP June 

29, 2004) 

 

“Half of Young Adults Will Contract STD’s” 
 

“A report by the Alan Guttmacher Institute says that half of the Americans ages 15-24 will 

contract a sexually transmitted disease by the time they turn 25. Although 15-24 year olds make 

up only 25% of the sexually active population in the US, they represent half of all new STD 

infections. The report says that 60% of girls and 70% of boys have had sex by the time they turn 

18.” (from Outreach Magazine July/August 2004 p. 24) 

 

(“Campus Ministry Update July 2004, The Ivy Jungle 

http://www.ivyjungle.org/GenericPage/DisplayPage.aspx?guid=AF468C65-40F3-4D55-AF2D-

2E1C6EBBF14D) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“CHEATERS AMOCK” 

 

“Lifting papers off the Internet is one of the newer trends in plagiarism – and technology is 

giving students even more way to cheat nowadays. Authoritative numbers are hard to come by, 

but according to a 2002 confidential survey of 12,000 high school students, 74 percent admitted 

cheating on an examination at least once in the past year.” 

 

(Angelo Angelis, “Cheaters Amock,” ABC News, April 29, 2004; 

http://abcnews.go.com/sections/Primetime/US/cheating_040429.html) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“CHEATING THEMSELVES” 

 

“In a 2001 survey by the Center for Academic Integrity, Schulte reports, ‘seventy-two percent  

[of 4,500 high school students who participated] reported serious cheating on a written 

work…More than one-third admitted to repetitive, serious cheating.’ Forty-one percent of 

college students confessed to plagiarizing from the Internet.” 

 

http://www.ivyjungle.org/GenericPage/DisplayPage.aspx?guid=AF468C65-40F3-4D55-AF2D-2E1C6EBBF14D
http://www.ivyjungle.org/GenericPage/DisplayPage.aspx?guid=AF468C65-40F3-4D55-AF2D-2E1C6EBBF14D
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/Primetime/US/cheating_040429.html
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(www.boundless.org/aprint/aprint2003.cfm?url-http://www.boundless.org/2002_2003...)  

 

_______________________ 
 

“COLLEGE DEBT” 
 

  “Amount the average U.S. college student owed in tuition debt at graduation in 2000:  

$17,000” 

 

 “Amount nearly half of all college-tuition debtors owed in credit-card debt that same year:  

$3,176” 

 

(Time, March 18/Youthworker, May/June 2002, p11) 

 

_______________________ 

 

 “COLLEGE FACULTIES A MOST LIBERAL LOT, STUDY FINDS” 

 

“By their own description, 72 percent of those teaching at American universities and colleges are 

liberal and 15 percent are conservative, says the study being published this week. The imbalance 

is almost as striking in partisan terms, with 50 percent of the faculty members surveyed 

identifying themselves as Democrats and 11 percent as Republicans.” 

 

“The disparity is even more pronounced at the most elite schools, where, according to the study, 

87 percent of faculty are liberal and 13 percent are conservative.” 

 

“The liberal label that a majority of the faculty members attached to themselves is reflected on a 

variety of issues. The professors and instructors surveyed are, strongly or somewhat, in favor of 

abortion rights (84 percent); believe homosexuality is acceptable (67 percent); and want more 

environmental protection "even if it raises prices or costs jobs" (88 percent). What's more, the 

study found, 65 percent want the government to ensure full employment, a stance to the left of 

the Democratic Party.” 

 

(Howard Kurtz, “College Faculties A Most Liberal Lot, Study Finds, Washington Post, March 

29, 2005; Page C01, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A8427-2005Mar28.html) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“COLLEGE FRESHMEN SPEND LESS TIME STUDYING AND MORE TIME 

SURFING THE NET, UCLA SURVEY REVEALS” 

 

“The fall 2002 survey conducted by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA’s 

Graduate School of Education and Information Studies finds a record low (33.4 percent) of 

today’s entering freshmen report studying or doing homework six or more hours per week during 

their senior year of high school.  The percent of students studying less than one hour per week 

has nearly doubled (nearly 8.5 to 15.9 percent) over the past 15 years.” 

http://www.boundless.org/aprint/aprint2003.cfm?url-http://www.boundless.org/2002_2003
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“The 2002 freshman norms are based on the responses of 282,549 students at 437 of the nation’s 

baccalaureate colleges and universities.” 

 

“High School Grade Average Climb But Vary By Institutional Type and Gender” 

 

“Today, 45.7 percent of freshmen report earning “A” averages in high school, compared to the 

record high of 44.1 percent last year and a low of 17.6 percent in 1968.” 

 

“Politics Play More Central Role in Student’s Lives” 

 

“For the second consecutive year students' commitment to ‘keeping up to date with political 

affairs’ increased. Currently 32.9 percent of freshmen view keeping up with politics as a ‘very 

important’ or ‘essential’ life goal, compared with 31.4 percent last year and an all-time low of 

28.1 percent in 2000. ‘While the current rate of political interest remains far lower than the high 

of 60.3 percent reported in 1966, this two-year upswing likely reflects two events that have re-

ignited America's interest with politics: the hotly-contested 2000 presidential election and the 

events of September 11, 2001,’ said Sax.” 

 

“Students Voice More Conservative Military And Gun Views While Social Attitudes 

Become More Liberal” 

 

“Another reflection of the impact of 9/11 and other recent events can be witnessed in the political 

orientations of entering freshmen. Following five consecutive years in which students gravitated 

toward more liberal political labels, 2002 signals a modest shift back towards more moderate and 

conservative political orientations. The percent of freshmen identifying themselves as ‘liberal’ or 

‘far left’ decreased to 27.8 percent (compared to 29.9 percent in 2001) and the percent 

considering themselves ‘middle-of- the-road’ grew from 49.5 percent to 50.8 percent. The 

percent identifying with the ‘far right’ declined from 1.6 percent to 1.3 percent in the past year, 

while the ‘conservative’ label became slightly more popular, rising from 19.1 percent in 2001 to 

20.0 percent in 2002.” 

 

“In contrast to these trends, several other items reflect a continuing shift to the left, particularly 

in relation to certain social issues. Support for gay rights reached new heights, with 59.3 percent 

of freshmen agreeing that ‘Same-sex couples should have the right to legal marital status,’ 

compared with 57.9 percent last year and 50.9 percent when this questions was first introduced 

on the survey in 1997.  Additionally, a record-low 24.8 percent of students believe that ‘It is 

important to have laws prohibiting homosexual relationships,’ less than half of what it was in 

1987 (50.4 percent).” 

 

“Today, 39.7 percent of incoming freshmen agree that ‘marijuana should be legalized,’ 

compared to 36.5 percent last year and a low 16.7 percent in 1989.” 

 

“Stress and Depression on the Decline, But Gender Gaps Remain” 
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“After reaching a peak of 30.7 percent in 1999, the percent of students who report feeling 

frequently overwhelmed dropped for three consecutive years, and currently rests at 26.8 percent 

(compared to 28.0 percent last year).” 

 

(“The American Freshman: National Norms for Fall 2002 (Sax, L.J., Lindholm, J.A., Astin, 

A.W., Korn, W.S. and Mahoney, K.M., 2001, UCLA Graduate School of Education & 

Information Studies) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“Do schools have the right to teach values, morals, virtues, and standards? 

 

The answer is quite simply, YES! 

 

The answer is quite simply, YES! The Supreme Court in Kendrick vs. Bowen 487 U.S. (1988), 

and McGown vs. Maryland 366 U.S. 420 (1961), ruled that public schools can teach morals even 

though morals may be consistent with religious beliefs.  Schools may teach the role of religion in 

history and in human life but must teach to require natural assent, not sectarian religious belief. 

And in the Board of Education, Island Trees vs. Pico 457 U.S. 853 (1982) case, the court ruled 

that schools have the right and responsibility to adopt and teach curriculum that is consistent 

with community morals and values. Today, resolutions supporting moral or character education 

are included in many state education codes.” 

 

“Kendrick vs. Bowen, a case specifically challenging the teaching of premarital abstinence with 

government funds, stated that the fact that a religious tenet and a positive health practice coincide 

does not indicate that the teaching of the health practice constitutes teaching religion.” (P. 55) 

 

(Pat Socia, “Weaving Character into Sex Education.” 1998) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“GOING SOFT IN THE HEAD” 

 

“Harvard displayed its soft value system by inviting Zayed Yasin to be a student orator at 

commencement.  Yasin tried to raise funds for Holy Land, a foundation linked to the terrorist 

group Hamas.  Holy Land in effect subsidizes terrorism by financially supporting the families of 

suicide bombers.  Most controversy over Yasin focused on the planned title for his speech, 

‘American Jihad.’  Yasin said jihad simply means ‘struggle,’ not ‘holy war.’  Fine.  The German 

word kampf means struggle too.  Would the Harvard of 1944 have sponsored a commencement 

address on ‘Mein Kampf, American-style,’ by a speaker with ties to a group that supports the 

widows of German assassination squads?  Probably not.” 

 

“‘Dr. Germ,’ the head of Saddam Hussein’s bioterrorism program, got his Ph.D. in Britain.  But 

there is no drive to place some schooling off limits for students from some countries.” 

 

(U.S. News & World Report, June 24, 2002) 
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_______________________ 
 

“HOW PLAGIARISM ON THE INTERNET HAS BECOME PART OF THE 

CAMPUSES CULTURE” 

 

“According to the study carried out by Freshminds, a research consultancy, in association with 

the Plagiarism Advisory Service based at Northumbria University, plagiarism was seen as a 

problem at a fifth of institutions surveyed.” 

 

“Nine per cent of students admitted one case of plagiarism and 16 per cent confessed to more.” 

 

“Though 97 per cent said they regarded the use of other people's material as cheating, only 83 

per cent disapproved of it.” 

 

“It was drawn up in consultation with the Centre for Academic Integrity at Duke University in 

North Carolina, which has carried out similar studies for 15 years.” 

 

“Prof Don McCabe, who founded the centre, said 45 per cent of students in the US admitted 

plagiarism this year.” 

 

(Liz Lightfoot, “How Plagiarism on the Internet Has Become Part of the Campuses Culture”, 

News Telegraph, January 7, 2004, 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2004/07/01/nplag01.xml&sSheet=/new

s/2004/07/01/ixhome.html%3E) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“MENTAL ILLNESS ON RISE ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES” 
 

“First, many types of mental health dilemmas appear to be besetting
 

today’s college students. 

 

“First, many types of mental health dilemmas appear to be besetting
 
today’s 

college students. Mark Reed, M.D., director of
 
counseling and human 

development at Dartmouth College Health
 
Service, gave Psychiatric News a 

rundown:”
 

 

“The most common issue we see students for is mood disorders,
 
followed by 

general developmental issues—relationships,
 
intimacy, identity, 

independence, family issues, plans for the
 
future. Next come anxiety 

disorders—social phobias, obsessive-compulsive
 
disorder, posttraumatic 

stress disorder, and general anxiety
 
disorder. We also see many students with 

eating disorders and
 
substance abuse disorders. And as is common in all areas 

of
 
mental health, many of our students deal with more than one

 
issue or 

disorder.”
 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2004/07/01/nplag01.xml&sSheet=/news/2004/07/01/ixhome.html%3E
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2004/07/01/nplag01.xml&sSheet=/news/2004/07/01/ixhome.html%3E
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 “10 percent of all students surveyed had been diagnosed
 
with depression and that anywhere from 

1 to 10 times during
 
the 1999-2000 school year, they experienced mental health problems”

 
(see 

chart). 

 

“‘Depression is probably the most common mental health problem
 
that college students face 

these days,’ Kadison said.” 

 

(Joan Arehart-Treichel, “Mental Illness On Rise On College Campuses,” 

pn.psychiatryonline.org/cgi/content/full/37/6/6) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“ONE-THIRD OF BOYS SPEND TWO OR MORE HOURS HOME ALONE AFTER-

SCHOOL – THREE TIMES MORE THAN GIRLS, ACCORDING TO JUNIOR 

ACHIEVEMENT/HARRIS INTERACTIVE POLL” 

 

“One-third of boys (33 percent) between the ages of 8 and 14 spend two or more hours home 

alone after school, three times more than girls (11 percent), according to a recent Junior 

Achievement / Harris Interactive Poll of 668 youths between the ages of 8 and 14. Only about 

one-in-ten boys (10 percent) and one-in-seven (14 percent) girls participate in organized after-

school activities.”  

 

“According to the National Center for Juvenile Justice, children are at greater risk of becoming 

involved in crime and substance abuse when left alone after school.” 

 

(“One-Third of Boys Spend Two or More Hours Home Alone After-School – Three Times More 

than Girls, According to Junior Achievement/Harris Interactive Poll”, Junior Achievement 

Afterschool, http://www.ja.org/afterschool/afterschool_harris_poll.shtml) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO SAY AT LEAST HALF OF THOSE THEY 

KNOW ENGAGE IN ACTIVITY”              

 

Cheat on tests    53% 

 Smoke Cigarettes     50% 

 

                         

    Very           Somewhat Not at All 

    Critical      Important Important Important 

Importance of college         40%              48%               11%               1% 

for success 

 

“Students Show Optimism, Action” 
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“This year’s survey findings offer compelling evidence that students refuse to let negative events 

dishearten their world perspective.  Fully three-quarters of students say that their outlook for the 

future is hopeful and optimistic, whereas just one in five say that they look ahead with worry and 

pessimism.” 

 

“Social Pressures Are Still Strong” 
 

“Again this year, students report feeling pressure about their grades and the proportion who feel 

this pressure is rising.  Two in five students say that they pressure to get good grades creates a 

major problem for them – an increase of 16 points in the past two years” 

 

“It is interesting to note that across the board, students who say that they do not get along with 

their parents say that these pressures create more problems for them.” 

 

“This year’s State of Our Nation’s Youth survey findings offer compelling proof refuting the 

traditional belief that high school students do not get along will with their parents.  When asked 

to pick one or two areas of their life in which they would like to spend more time, half of 

students say they would like to spend more time with their family.  Fully three-quarters of 

students say that they get along with their parents either extremely or very well.  Not 

surprisingly, students who get along well with their family also get better report card grades and 

are more involved with their school.” 

 

“For the most part, however, students report having remarkably positive relationships with their 

family.” 

 

“Whatever their influences, students clearly feel that attending college is important to their 

success.  Nearly nine in ten students say that attending college is either critical or very important 

to being successful in life.  Indeed, nearly all students say that they are planning to pursue some 

form of higher education.” 

 

“In keeping with national trends, students report coming from increasingly diverse racial and 

ethnic backgrounds.  Seven in ten American high school students are Caucasian, but remaining 

30% identify with some other racial or ethnic group.  The United States Census Bureau recently 

reported that Hispanics are outpacing African Americans in this country, and indeed, with the 

State of Our Nation’s Youth survey, 12% of students are Hispanic and 11% are African 

Americans.  Three percent of students identify themselves as Asian, and an additional 3% 

identify themselves with some other racial or ethnic group.” 

 

“Students Also Are More Involved In Their Schools” 
 

“In addition to spending more time on their homework, African-American students also report 

being more involved with their school than do Caucasians or Hispanics.  Eight-six percent of 

African-American teenagers say that they are very or fairly involved with their school, compared 

with 81% of Caucasians and just 70% of Hispanics.” 

 

“Students Get Along With Their Parents” 
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“Perhaps not surprisingly, students who say that they get good grades and are involved with their 

school are the most likely to say that they get along extremely or very will with their parents.  

Seventy-seven percent of students who get As and Bs say that they get along at least very well 

with their parents, compared with 66% of students who get Cs or below.  Likewise, 79% of 

students who say they are very involved with their school also say they get along with their 

parents, compared with 64% of students who say they are not involved.” 

 

“Nearly All See College In their Future” 
“Fewer Looking to Alternative Schools” 

 

“Do you plan to go to college sometime after high school?” 

 

    2003  2004  2005 

Four-year college   80%  66%  68% 

 

(“The State Of Our Nation’s Youth 2003-2004,” Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished 

Americans, Inc, 2003, www.horatioalger.org)  

 

_______________________ 
 

“SEX ED AND THE DESTRUCTION OF AMERICAN MORALITY” 

 

“Ideas have consequences, and bad ideas have bad consequences. The ideas behind sex 

education have done more to destroy biblically based moral values than any other secular force 

in America.” 

 

“The first idea to become a battering ram against traditional sexual morality was Sigmund 

Freud's dictum that sexual repression causes neurosis. If sexual repression creates dysfunction, 

then the remedy, of course, is free sexual expression. That was not the cure Freud recommended, 

but Freud's ideas so strongly influenced American culture that clothes for women went from the 

trussed up sexually repressed fashions of 1900 to the loose liberating flapper skirts of the roaring 

twenties -in only 20 years!” 

 

“Greenwich Village bohemians and intellectuals took to Freud like ducks to water. It provided a 

scientific justification for their free-love promiscuity and disregard of bourgeois morals.” 

 

“The second major idea came from socialist Margaret Sanger, free-love advocate, who launched 

a campaign in 1916 to promote contraception and abortion in order to free women from the 

burdens of unwanted pregnancy.” 

 

“Sanger later adopted the views of the eugenicists who promoted the idea that only ‘the fit’ 

should be encouraged to have children and ‘the unfit’ discouraged from doing so. Sex education 

became an indispensable part of Sanger's birth-control movement. As a result, Planned 

Parenthood, which she founded, became the pioneer advocate of comprehensive sex education in 

the schools.” 

http://www.horatioalger.org/


Education – Research 2005 and prior 10 
 

 

“In 1953, Planned Parenthood staffer Lena Levine wrote, ‘[Our goal] is to be ready as educators 

and parents to help young people obtain sex satisfaction before marriage. By sanctioning sex 

before marriage, we will prevent fear and guilt...we must be ready to provide young boys and 

girls with the best contraception measures available so they will have the necessary means to 

achieve sexual satisfaction without having to risk possible pregnancy.’” 

 

“The third evil idea came from sexologist Alfred C. Kinsey, head of the Institute for Sex 

Research at Indiana University, funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. Dr. Kinsey's famous 

report, ‘Sexual Behavior in the Human Male,’ published in 1958, preached the idea that human 

beings are sexual from birth. The data on 317 infants and young boys supposedly provided the 

scientific source of that idea. This data was obtained from a pedophile who had actually 

masturbated infants and boys and kept records of his criminal experiments. All of this was 

exposed years later by Dr. Judith Reisman who accused Kinsey of complicity in the sexual abuse 

of young children.” 

 

“The fourth idea came from Dr. Mary Calderone, past Medical Director of Planned Parenthood. 

She and her humanist colleagues launched SIECUS, the Sex Information and Education Council 

of the United States, at the Kinsey Institute, specifically to teach Kinseyan sexual ideology as sex 

education. Dr. Calderone transformed sex education into the sexuality education presently taught 

in American schools. SIECUS provides most of the teaching materials now used in the public 

schools.” 

 

“The fifth revolutionary idea came from the ‘Humanist Manifesto II’ (1973) which challenged 

the views of traditional religion regarding sexual behavior and proclaimed total sexual freedom 

among consenting adults as the new moral standard for sexual behavior. The manifesto was 

signed by many academicians, including sexologist Dr. Lester A. Kirkendall, a director of 

SIECUS, and Dr. Alan C. Guttmacher, president of Planned Parenthood.” 

 

“In 1976, Dr. Kirkendall published ‘A New Bill of Sexual Rights and Responsibilities,’ signed 

by 37 leading sexologists and authors. The book states: ‘Humanists have had an important role in 

the sexual revolution. Although ‘Humanist Manifesto II’ contains a brief section on sexuality, we 

thought a more detailed statement would be useful.’” 

 

“Out of this interlocking directorate of humanist sex education organizations came the 

curriculum of sex education for American schools. And the result has been rampant premarital 

sex among students leading to unwanted pregnancy, abortion, single parenthood, sexually 

transmitted diseases, physical abuse and even murder of sexual partners, increased sexual 

perversion, children living in poverty without fathers, emotional turmoil, drug addiction, 

depression, the proliferation of pornography. In other words, premarital sex has created more 

social problems and pathology in America than any other activity, and it can virtually all be 

blamed on sex ed.” 

 

“What's the solution? According to the sexologists, we need more sex ed, not less. And so 

politicians have decided to help by injecting federal funds into sexuality programs for schools. 
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The result is that sex ed has become raunchier, more disgusting, and more blasphemous of 

traditional values.” 

 

“The only solution for parents is home schooling or private schools. That's the only way they can 

protect the innocence of their children.” 

 

“In 1999, SIECUS asked readers to name those people who have done the most to affirm 

sexuality. The top 10, chosen out of 100, were: Judy Blume, Mary Calderone, Ellen DeGeneres, 

Jocelyn Elders, Hugh Hefner, Anita Hill, Magic Johnson, Madonna, Gloria Steinem and Ruth 

Westheimer. Only in America!” 

 

Dr. Samuel L. Blumenfeld is the author of eight books on education, including: ‘Is Public 

Education Necessary?’ ‘NEA: Trojan Horse in American Education,’ ‘The Whole 

Language/OBE Fraud’ and ‘Homeschooling: A Parents Guide to Teaching Children.’ His books 

are available on Amazon.com. Back issues of his incisive newsletter, The Blumenfeld Education 

Letter, are available online. 

 

(Blumenfeld, Samuel L., “Sex ed and the destruction of American morality,” World Net Daily, 

January 18, 2003, www.worldnetdaily.com/news/printer- friendly.asp?ARTICLE_ID=30561)  

 

_______________________ 
 

“SHOULD HISTORY CLASS BE LEFT IN THE PAST?” 
 

"When American adults were asked in a recent Gallup Poll* which school subject has been most 

valuable to them in their lives, only two courses, math (34%) and English/literature/reading 

(24%), scored in double digits. History came in a distant third place, with 7%." 

 

"The finding is especially relevant following the passage early this year of No Child Left Behind 

(NCLB)—the federal legislation designed to increase student achievement in America's public 

schools. NCLB reinforces the perceived importance of English and math over other subjects such 

as history. NCLB mandates that all states establish achievement standards for reading, math and 

science, but not for history or social studies. Gallup polling shows that the majority of Americans 

approve of this NCLB legislation, and of the more standardized national curriculum that could 

result from it.” 

 

"Gallup Polls of U.S. teens also reflect a lack of emphasis on history in schools. In 2000**, only 

36% of teens associated Napoleon with France, and a dismal 25% were able to connect Winston 

Churchill with England. Why do Americans seem to downplay the importance of learning 

history? Gallup Poll data do not provide easy answers, but thinking back to our own experiences 

in history class might suggest avenues to explanation." 
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*Results are based on telephone interviews with 1,007 national adults, aged 18 and older, 

conducted Aug. 5-8, 2002. For results based on the total sample of national adults, one can say 

with 95% confidence that the maximum margin of sampling error is ±3%. 

**Sample includes 501 American teen-agers, aged 13 to 17, conducted January through April 

2000. For results based on the total sample, one can say with 95% confidence that the maximum 

margin of sampling error is ±5%.  

 

(Gary Gordon, EdD, "Should History Class Be Left in the Past?," Gallup Tuesday Briefing, 

Education & Youth, September 24, 2002, 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educayouth/20020924.asp?version=p) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“STUDY SHOWS UPSWING IN STUDENTS’ CHEATING” 

 

“More students are cheating. In a study done by the Josephson Institute in 2002, 74 percent of 

high school students admitted to cheating on an exam at least once in the past year, 38 percent 

admitted to shoplifting, and 37 percent said they would like to get a good job. Further, a Rutgers 

University study of college students showed that while in 2000 only 10 percent of students 

admitted to passing off material found on the Internet as their own work, in 2003 38 percent 

admitted to Internet cheating, and 44 percent said this was no big deal.” 

 

(“Study Shows Upswing in Students’ Cheating,” Group, January 2, 2004, p30) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“TEEN’S KNOWLEDGE OF WORLD HISTORY SLIPPING” 

 

“A 1977 Gallup Youth Survey* found that at least half of all American teens could identify the 

nations associated with Adolf Hitler, Napoleon Bonaparte and Winston Churchill, but a May 

2000 poll revealed that today’s American teens are far less likely to identify the nations 

associated with important historical figures.” 

“In the 2000 survey, 66% of American teens connected Hitler with Germany, compared to 79% 

in 1977.” 

“Only 36% of teens in 2000 associated Napoleon with France, while 52% did so in 1977.” 

“The percentage of teens who associated Churchill with England decreased in half over this 

period of time, from 50% in 1977 to 25% in 2000.” 

“Historically, there are significant differences between teen boys and teen girls on this measure.  

Generally, boys are more likely to link these individual to their associated nations than are girls.” 

“The 2000 survey shows that 74% of boys associated Hitler with Germany, compared to 58% of 

girls.  The 1977 poll found an 18-percentage point difference between boys and girls, by a 

margin of 88% to 70% respectively.” 

“The gap between boys’ and girls’ abilities to associate Churchill with England is actually 

closing, even though fewer teens overall can do so.  In the 2000 poll, 27% of boys and 22% of 

girls connected Churchill with England.  In 1977, there was a 20-percentage point difference on 

this measure, with 60% of boys and 40% of girls identifying Churchill as English.” 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educayouth/20020924.asp?version=p
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“In a May 5-7, 2000 Gallup Poll, U.S. adults were asked to identify the nation associated with 

these same historical figures.  Not surprisingly, adults are much more likely than are teens to 

associate these individuals with the correct country.  Almost nine in 10 adults (87%) associated 

Hitler with Germany, 70% linked Churchill to England, and 65% connected Napoleon to 

France.” 

“Results are based on telephone interviews with a representative national cross-section of 1,087 

American teen-agers, 13 to 18 years old, conducted Oct. 17-30, 1997.  For results based on the 

total sample, one can say with 95% confidence that the margin of sampling error is +/- 3 

percentage points.” 

(Joseph Carroll, “Teens’ Knowledge of World History Slipping.” Education &Youth, Gallup 

Tuesday Briefing, March 2, 2002. 

www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educaYouth/20020305b.asp?Version=p) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“TERRORIST FIND ALLIES ON CAMPUS” 

 

“‘Anyone who would blow up the Pentagon would get my vote,’ declared University of New 

Mexico Professor Richard Berthold. San Francisco State student Roberto Ochoa opined, ‘we 

should be asking what we did to deserve this.’ A University of Colorado student maintained, ‘we 

had it coming.’” 

 

“At Lehigh, the vice provost for student affairs initially reacted to the tragedy by banning the 

display of the American flag. News of his decision led to outrage, which quickly forced a 

reversal of policy. ‘We have such a diverse student body and emotions are so high right now,’ a 

Lehigh spokesman explained. ‘The idea was to keep from offending some of our students, and 

maybe the result was much to the contrary.’” 

 

“Duke University's Kathryn Duke wrote that in light of the likely American military response, 

‘the sight of the flag burning would be preferable to its display across America.’ Jessica Stillman 

of Rutgers University objected to the placement of a print of an American flag in an issue of the 

school's student newspaper, The Daily Targum. ‘The publication of an American flag within the 

pages of the paper shows blind support for this country and its policies, and limits those un-

patriotic voices, which should be heard, even in this time of tragedy,’ she maintained.” 

 

“At Berkeley, students wore green armbands to show solidarity with Arabs and followers of 

Islam.” 

 

“Professor Robert Jensen of the University of Houston pronounced, ‘my primary anger is 

directed at the leaders of this country.’ The attacks on the Pentagon and the World Trade Center 

are ‘no more despicable than the massive acts of terrorism-the deliberate killing of civilians for 

political purposes-that the U.S. government has committed in my lifetime.’ We are ‘just as 

guilty,’ he concluded.” 

 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/tb/educaYouth/20020305b.asp?Version=p
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“Berkeley Professor Peter Dale Scott telephonically imparted to the students, ‘what goes around 

comes around’ and defended the terrorists by proclaiming, ‘they aren't cowards, if nothing else, it 

surely isn't cowardly to ride the plane in for something you believe.’” 

 

“Lisa Mann of Wake Forest University wrote, ‘I do not feel as though the 'safety' of Americans 

has been affected. It took these terrorists years to plan the kind of destruction we have wreaked 

on other countries in a matter of days to weeks. That is right; America is not a 'nice' country.’ 

Her article in the school's student newspaper, The Old Gold and Black, posited, ‘We are kidding 

ourselves in thinking we have been 'wronged,’ adding, ‘sometimes it is our fault.’” 

 

(www.academia.org/news/terrorists.html) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“THE FUTURE IS ACADEMIC” 

 

“According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 1999 the average earnings of an adult with a 

bachelor’s degree were $45,678.  By contrast, the average earnings among adults with high 

school diplomas only were $24,572.” 

(Jennifer Robison, “The Future is Academic.” The Gallup Organization. Education and Youth, 

February 26, 2002.) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“U.S. SCHOOLS: WHOLE LOTTA CHEATIN’ GOING ON” 

 

“Aggregated data from the Gallup Youth Survey, collected between January 2003 and March 

2004, suggest that cheating on school tests or exams is a widespread phenomenon in the nation’s 

schools. Nearly two-thirds (65%) of the nation’s 13- to 17-year-olds say that there is either “a 

great deal” (19%) or “a fair amount” (46%) of cheating going on at their schools. About a third 

(34%) of teens say there is “not very much” cheating at school.” 

 

“Almost half of all teens – 46% -- say they have actually cheated on a  test or exam themselves at 

some point. Fifty-three percent say they have not cheated.” 

 

(Heather Mason, “U.S. Schools: Whole Lotta Cheating Going On,” The Gallup Organization, 

May 11, 2004) 

 

_______________________ 
 

“WHAT UP WITH THE CHEATING” 

 

“Some Facts on Cheating” 

 

http://www.academia.org/news/terrorists.html
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 “A 1998 survey of almost 21,000 students by the Josephson Institute of Ethics, found that 70 

percent of high school students and 54 percent of middle school students admitted to cheating 

in the previous 12 months - an increase of six percent over the 1996 survey.” (*2) 

 

 “The annual Who’s Who Among American High School Students survey of the nation’s best 

and brightest 16 - 18 year-olds revealed even more alarming results: 80 percent of our 

nation’s top students admitted to cheating!” (*3) 

 

 “The Center for Academic Integrity estimates that at least 75 percent of college students 

resort to cheating on tests.” (*4) 

 

 “Ace Alibi is a company that provides cover-up stories and services for spouses who want to 

pursue adulterous relationships without getting caught. For $25 and up, Ace Alibi will help 

you cheat successfully by taking your calls, issuing fake receipts, and mailing you invitations 

to non-existent social and sporting events.” (*5) 

 

 “For a mere $10, students can secure a copy of Cheating 101: The Benefits and 

Fundamentals of Earning the Easy A. The 87-page best-selling guide teaches kids how to 

plagiarize, steal exams, and pass notes along with dozens of other cheating methods.” 

 

 “The world wide web has sites where students can find and purchase term papers and essays 

on just about any topic imaginable. Two of the most popular sites are The Evil House of 

Cheat and School Sucks (motto: Download your workload!)” 

 

 “Cheating has gotten so bad on college campuses that professors are using an online software 

product called Plagiarism.org to electronically check students’ papers. During a study of the 

product’s effectiveness, 45 plagiarized papers were filtered out of 300 submitted by students 

in one university science class.” (*6) 

 

 “Other reports find that students at all levels are going high-tech to cheat, using hidden 

cameras, programmed calculators, pagers, and infra-red electronic schedulers.” 

 

 “One of the most alarming reports on cheating comes out of the New York City School 

District, where 52 educators (including some principals) provided their elementary school 

students with answers and help on a standardized test, all in an effort to boost scores and 

make their school appear more successful.” (*7) 

 

 “Many kids say cheating is unavoidable and even necessary in a world where the pressure to 

succeed is enough to make them crack. Too many are growing up in homes where they 

perceive their value and worth in mom and dad’s eyes to hinge on the grades they bring 

home from school. Competition for grades, the race to get into a good college, pressure from 

instructors, large workload, and juggling a heavy schedule of activities all figure into the 

picture as well. In this kind of world, cheating is incredibly easy to justify and very difficult 

to resist.” 
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“YOU MEAN CHEATING IS WRONG?” 

 

“College students are disturbed by recent corporate scandals:  Some 84% believe the U.S. is 

having a business crisis, and 77% think CEOs should be held personally responsible for it.” 

 

“But when the same students are asked about their own ethics, it’s another story.  Some 59% 

admit cheating on a test (66% of men, 54% of women). And only 19% say they would report a 

classmate who cheated (23% of men, but 15% of women—even though recent whistle-blowers 

have been women).” 

 

“The survey of 1,100 students on 27 U.S. campuses was conducted by Students in Free 

Enterprise (SIFE), a nonprofit that teams up with corporations to teach students ethical business 

practices.” 

 

(Jennifer Merritt, “You Mean Cheating is Wrong?” Business Week, December 9, 2002, p8) 

 

_______________________ 
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